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A. Match each idiom on the left with its meaning on the right, e.g. GAME PLAN = strategy: 

Idiom:       Meaning: 
 
1. a safe pair of hands     a) sth will not work / be popular 
2. be in the driver’s / driving seat   b) be incredibly busy 
3. fast track sth     c) prioritise sth 
4. talk yourself out of sth    d) be / not be up to date with events 
5. pay over the odds     e) the rumour is 
6. game plan     f) strategy 
7. the word (on the street) is    g) pay too much 
8. be under the weather    h) sby you can rely on 
9. work against the clock    i) be in control 
10. be in / out of the loop    j) feel unwell  
11. sth is not going to fly    k) try to beat a deadline 
12. be snowed under     l) persuade yourself not to do sth 
 
 

B. Discuss each idiom with a partner or small group. How do they relate to your life? E.g. when did you last 

feel under the weather? Have you ever paid over the odds for an item? Do you ever get snowed under? 

 
C. Complete each sentence with an idiom in the correct verb form, if necessary: 

1. Sorry, guys. I need you to stay late tonight. We’re __________, I’m afraid. 

2. Those brochures would have been too expensive. We’d have been __________. 

3. ‘Where’s Jack? He should’ve been in for nine.’ ‘He just texted to say he’s __________.’ 

4. The new product rollout is just around the corner. What’s our __________? 

5.  ‘Are you coming to the pub, Bryan?’ ‘I can’t. I’m absolutely __________ here. 

6. When Barry finally retires next month, you’ll __________, Alan! 

7. ‘How will we get the project finished in time?’ ‘Don’t worry. The bosses are gonna __________ it.’ 

8. ‘__________ the owners are going to fire the whole board.’ ‘That’s ludicrous!’ 

9. ‘The last project manager was so unpredictable.’ ‘Well Laura will be __________.’ 

10. Sorry, I didn’t attend most of the webinars in that series, so I’m a bit __________.’ 

11. ‘It’s an awful concept for a new chocolate bar. Nobody likes coconut.’ ‘Yeah, it’s __________.’ 

12. ‘How did the interview go?’ ‘Terrible! I think I spent one hour __________ the job.’ 

 

 
D. i) Write a sentence with each idiom: 

1. _________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________ 

4. _________________________________________________________ 

5. _________________________________________________________ 

6. _________________________________________________________ 

7. _________________________________________________________ 

8. _________________________________________________________ 

9. _________________________________________________________ 

10. _________________________________________________________ 

11. _________________________________________________________ 

12. _________________________________________________________ 

 
 

ii) Write a text containing all of the idioms in a particular genre, e.g. a news report, a sci-fi movie,  

a romantic novel, a comedy, a thriller, etc. 
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Answers: 

 

 

A.  

 
1. h) 

2. i) 

3. c) 

4. l) 

5. g) 

6. f) 

7. e) 

8. j) 

9. k) 

10. d) 

11. a) 

12. b) 

 
 
 

C.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Sorry, guys. I need you to stay late tonight. We’re working against the clock, I’m afraid. (9) 

2. Those brochures would have been too expensive. We’d have been paying over the odds. (5) 

3. ‘Where’s Jack? He should’ve been in for nine.’ ‘He just texted to say he’s under the weather.’ (8) 

4. The new product rollout is just around the corner. What’s our game plan? (6) 

5.  ‘Are you coming to the pub, Bryan?’ ‘I can’t. I’m absolutely snowed under here. (12) 

6. When Barry finally retires next month, you’ll be in the driver’s seat, Alan! (2) 

7. ‘How will we get the project finished in time?’ ‘Don’t worry. The bosses are gonna fast track it.’ (3) 

8. ‘The word (on the street) is the owners are going to fire the whole board.’ ‘That’s ludicrous!’ (7) 

9. ‘The last project manager was so unpredictable.’ ‘Well Laura will be a safe pair of hands.’ (1) 

10. Sorry, I didn’t attend most of the webinars in that series, so I’m a bit out of the loop.’ (10) 

11. ‘It’s an awful concept for a new chocolate bar. Nobody likes coconut.’ ‘Yeah, it’s not going to fly.’ (11) 

12. ‘How did the interview go?’ ‘Terrible! I think I spent one hour talking myself out of the job.’ (4) 

 

 

 

D. i) and ii) 

 

Answers will vary. 
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