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Vocabulary — Loanwords

List of 300 Loanwords in English

Loanwords are words that we borrow from other languages. Here are 300 common loanwords that we use in English:

a cappella (IT)
abacus (HE)
abseil (GE)

ad hoc (GR)

ad nauseam (GR)
aficionado (SP)
aide-memoire (FR)
aikido (JA)
alchemy (GR)
alcohol (AR)
alligator (SP)
ambiance (FR)
angst (GE)

art nouveau (FR)
avatar (HI)
baguette (IT)
balaclava (RU)
balcony (IT)
banana (SP)
bandanna (HI)
bandicoot (AA)
bank (IT)

bar mitzvah (HE)
bard (SG)
baritone (IT)
behemoth (HE)
bigos (POL)
billabong (AA)
biro (HU)

biscuit (IT)

bog (SG)
bonsai (JA)
boomerang (AA)
brouhaha (HE)
buccaneer (POR)
bungalow (HI)
bureaucracy (FR)
cabal (HE)

café (FR)
cafeteria (SP)
cairn (SG)
candy (AR)
canoe (SP)
carat (GR)
caricature (IT)
cashew (POR)
cauliflower (IT)
ceilidh (SG)
cello (IT)
chauffeur (FR)
cheetah (HI)
chef (FR)
chemistry (AR)
cherub (HE)
chocolate (SP)
choir (GR)
chutzpah (HE)
ciao (IT)

cider (HE)

clan (SG)

coach (HU)
cobra (POR)

cocoa (SP)
coffee (AR)
commando (POR)
concerto (IT)
cosmonaut (RU)
cotton (AR)

crag (SG)

credit (IT)
croissant (FR)
cushy (HI)
dachshund (GE)
delicatessen (GE)
dingo (AA)

diva (IT)

dodo (POR)
dollar (GE)
doppelganger (GE)
drongo (AA)

duet (IT)
dungaree (HI)
edelweiss (GE)
elixir (AR)
embarrass (POR)
emoji (JA)

emu (POR)
encyclopaedia (GR)
espresso (IT)

et cetera (etc.) (GR)
eureka (GR)
falsetto (IT)
fascism (IT)

feta (GR)

finale (IT)

fiord (NO)
flamingo (POR)
frankfurter (GE)
futon (JA)

gateau (FR)
gauntlet SW)
geisha (JA)
gherkin (POL)
giraffe (AR)
glockenspiel (GE)
goulash (HU)
government (FR)
graffiti (IT)
grotesque (IT)
guarana (POR)
guerrilla (SP)
gymkhana (HI)
haiku (JA)
hallelujah (HE)
hamburger (GE)
hamster (GE)

hoi polloi (GR)
honcho (JA)
hosanna (HE)
hotel (FR)
hummus (AR)
hurricane (SP)
iguana (SP)
intelligentsia (RU)

jaguar (POR)
jasmine (AR)
jeans (IT)

Jesuit (HE)
jodhpurs (HI)
John (HE)
jubilee (HE)

judo (JA)
juggernaut (HI)
kamikaze (JA)
kangaroo (AA)
karaoke (JA)
karate (JA)

khaki (HI)
kimono (JA)
kindergarten (GE)
koala (AA)
kookaburra (AA)
kosher (HE)
Labrador (POR)
lacquer (AR)
lager (GE)
lemming (NO)
lemon (AR)
leviathan (HE)
lieutenant (FR)
limousine (FR)
llama (SP)

loch (SG)

lottery (IT)
mackintosh (SG)
maestro (IT)
magazine (AR)
mammoth (RU)
manga (JA)
mango (POR)
marmalade (POR)
mattress (AR)
mayor (FR)

mea culpa (GR)
merchandise (IT)
messiah (HE)
modus operandi (GR)
monsoon (AR)
moped (SW)
mosquito (SP)
moussaka (GR)
mozzarella (IT)
muesli (GE)
nacho (SP)

nadir (AR)
Neanderthal (GE)
ninja (JA)

oboe (IT)
ombudsman (SW)
opera (IT)
orange (AR)
orienteering (SW)
origami (JA)
ouzo (GR)
paella (SP)
paparazzi (IT)

paprika (HU)
parliament (FR)
pasta (IT)
pasteurisation (FR)
perestroika (RU)
pet (SG)
pharaoh (HE)
pharisee (HE)
phoenix (FR)
physics (GR)
piano (IT)
piazza (IT)
piccolo (IT)
pierogi (POL)
pizza (IT)
pizzeria (IT)
poodle (GE)
potato (POR)
pretzel (GE)
prima ballerina (IT)
ptarmigan (SG)
putsch (GE)
pyjamas (HI)
quarantine (IT)
quartet (IT)
quartz (POL)
rabbi (HE)
realpolitik (GE)
ream (AR)
restaurant (FR)
rhumba (SP)
rickshaw (JA)
ruble (RU)
rutabaga (SW)
sabre (HU)
sake (JA)

salsa (SP)
samurai (JA)
satsuma (JA)
schadenfreude (GE)
schmooze (HE)
schnapps (GE)
schwa (HE)
seltzer (GE)
sequin (AR)
serendipity (AR)
sergeant (FR)
shampoo (HI)
sheikh (AR)
shindig (SG)

ski (NO)

slalom (NO)
slogan (SG)
smashing (SG)
smorgasbord (SW)
sofa (AR)

solo (IT)

sonnet (IT)
soprano (IT)
sorbet (IT)
sovereignty (FR)
spaghetti (IT)

sporran (SG)
spritzer (GE)
stampede (SP)
strudel (GE)
sudoku (JA)
sugar (AR)
sumo (JA)
sushi (JA)
syrup (AR)
talc (AR)
tangerine (AR)
tapioca (POR)
taverna (GR)
telephone (GR)
television (FR)
theatre (GR)
tomato (SP)
topic (GR)
tourist (SP)
traffic (AR)
trio (IT)
trousers (SG)
tsar (RU)
tsunami (JA)
turquoise (FR)
tycoon (JA)
type (GR)
typhoon (AR)
umbrella (IT)
utopia (GR)
vamoose (SP)
vanilla (SP)
veranda (HI)
vindaloo (POR)
viola (IT)
violin (IT)
virtuoso (IT)
vodka (RU)
wallaby (AA)
wasabi (JA)
whisky (SG)
wombat (AA)
wonga (AA)
wunderkind (GE)
yoga (HI)
zebra (POR)
zeitgeist (GE)
zen (JA)
zenith (AR)
zero (AR)
zombie (POR)
zoology (GR)

Key: AA (Australian Aboriginal), AR (Arabic), FR (French), GE (German), GR (Greek), HE (Hebrew), HI (Hindi), HU (Hungarian),
IT (Italian), JA (Japanese), NO (Norwegian), POL (Polish), POR (Portuguese), RU (Russian), SG (Scottish Gaelic), SP (Spanish),
SW (Swedish)
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