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according to… [e.g. John] 
across the board  
after all
again and again 
against the clock  
agree to disagree  
as a matter of fact  
as long as 
as soon as 
as we speak 
at the drop of a hat  
at this point 
bark up the wrong tree 
be a big fish in a small pond  
be a breath of fresh air 
be a bundle of nerves 
be a chip off the old block 
be a dream come true 
be a drop in the ocean 
be a given 
be a labour of love  
be a last-ditch attempt 
be a piece of cake  
be a slip of the tongue 
be a weight off my mind 
be about to do sth  
be all ears 
be all fingers and thumbs 
be all the rage 
be as good as gold  
be as light as a feather 
be at your wits’ end  
be better off 
be between a rock and a hard place     
be broke
be caught in the act  
be downhill all the way 
be for the best 
be glad to hear it  
be in favour of 
be in over your head 
be in the black / in the red 
be in the dark about sth 
be in the middle of nowhere  
be in the money 
be in the same boat  
be into sth 
be like two peas in a pod 
be near the knuckle  
be neck and neck  
be off limits 
be on sby’s mind  
be on the right track  
be on top form 
be on your last legs  
be open to sth 
be out of order 
be scared to death 
be sick and tired of sth / sby  
be six of one and half a dozen of the other 
be the last straw  
be the last word in sth 
be the spitting image of sby  
be under the weather 
be up for grabs 
be (well) up for sth  
be up to sth 

be worried sick 
bear sth in mind 
beat around the bush 
before you know it  
bend over backwards 
bite off more than you can chew     
bite the hand that feeds 
blow your own trumpet 
break new ground  
break the news 
breathe a sigh of relief 
by all means 
by the way 
by word of mouth  
call a meeting 
call in sick 
call it a day / night  
call sby names 
call sby’s bluff 
change your tune  
change your mind  
clear the air 
come clean about sth 
come in handy 
cost an arm and a leg 
do the trick 
feel on top of the world 
figure sth out 
find your feet 
flog a dead horse  
for good
for goodness’ sake  
for now
for sure
get a taste of your own medicine     
get away from it all  
get carried away  
get over it! 
get through sth 
get up on the wrong side of the bed     
get used to sth    
give sby a hand 
give your right arm for sth  
go back to the drawing board  
go easy on sby 
have a chip on your shoulder  
have a lot on your plate 
have a place of your own 
have a seat / take a seat 
have everything but the kitchen sink     
have no idea 
have nothing to do with sby / sth     
have sth in common  
head home 
hit the roof 
how’s it going? 
in a manner of speaking 
in a way  
in ages
in case
in (more) detail 
in effect
in fact
in general
in order to 
in other words 
in so far as 

in some ways 
in terms of 
in the heat of the moment 
in the meantime 
in the nick of time  
in time
in total
it wouldn’t hurt to do sth            
joking apart 
keep an eye on sby / sth 
keep your chin up  
kind of
know a place like the back 
of your hand     
know sby / sth inside and out     
let the cat out of the bag 
make a [big] difference 
make sense 
make sure 
money for old rope  
more or less 
not a chance 
not at all  
not be able to help (doing) sth     
not be able to make head nor 
tail of sth     
of course
on the other hand  
on time
once again 
once in a while 
out of the blue 
over my dead body!  
par for the course  
pigs might fly! 
pull sby’s leg 
put a sock in it! 
put on a brave face  
put your foot in it  
receive a slap on the wrist 
sit on the fence 
sleep on it 
so far 
so to speak 
sort of
step out of line 
straightaway
take advantage of sth / sby 
take care of sth / sby 
take exception to sth / sby 
take it / things easy  
take place 
take sth too far 
the pros and cons of sth 
turn a blind eye towards sth 
turn over a new leaf  
twenty-four seven  
two can play at that game! 
up to date  
up to now  
up to the minute 
welcome sby with open arms 
with regard to 
without a doubt 
at x o’clock sharp 
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