
Talk a Lot 
Media 

What Would You Do? 

Read the problems below and decide which group each one belongs in: Radio, Television, Journalism, or New Media.  
There are four problems in each group. Then offer some advice to each person. Try to use some of the discussion words, 
idioms, phrasal verbs, and slang words and phrases from this unit in each answer: 

1. Two months ago I bought a
fantastic mobile, which I was so happy 
with. But I’ve just found out that 
they’re about to bring out [launch] a 
new version with better features for 
the same price! Should I get one…? 

2. I want my granny to buy a new
digital radio, because I know that 
she’ll love some of the new digital-only 
stations. She’s listened to my digital 
radio, but declares that her old 
analogue set sounds much better… 

3. They’re launching a brand new MP3
player on Friday, and I want to be the 
first to get my hands on one! Problem 
is, to be first in the queue I’ll have to 
camp outside the store overnight, and 
I’ve got college the next day…

4. I’m a fairly well-known daytime-TV
personality; a respectable married 
man, with two teenage children. 
However, last week I had a fling with 
a pole dancer, and she’s just told me 
that she’s sold her story to a tabloid… 

5. My kids are real couch potatoes,
but they start screaming if I threaten 
to turn off the telly. I want them to 
watch less and go out and play with 
their mates. On the other hand, I 
don’t want to upset the little dears…

6. I made up a story about a politician
and my paper ran it. It forced the guy 
to resign. Everybody said it was right 
to print the article – although I know 
it was untrue. Should I come clean and 
apologise? I’ll probably lose my job…

7. Very often I find that I’m in the
middle of my favourite programme, 
and the channel suddenly changes, and 
we’re watching whatever my partner 
wants to watch. How can I get to have 
the remote control once in a while…?

8. I called in to a late-night phone-in
show on the radio, to discuss a 
personal problem, but the DJ made 
fun of me and some of my friends 
heard it. Now they won’t stop teasing 
me…

9. I’ve started using a cloud
computing service, and it’s really 
convenient, because I can sit down and 
work on any computer with internet 
access. However, my kid brother 
seems intent on stealing my password…

10. I work in a factory, where the
tasks are repetitive and monotonous. 
We usually listen to the radio – all the 
latest chart hits. But recently a new 
gaffer [boss] has banned the radio 
and plays classical music CDs instead…

11. I’m a journalist on a local rag [low-
quality newspaper] and I haven’t had a 
good scoop for ages. My boss has 
ordered me to bring back “something 
sensational” for tomorrow’s edition. 
How can I uncover an amazing story…?

12. I recorded the final of a talent
contest last night, and I can’t wait to 
watch it when I get home. I haven’t 
heard the result yet, and I’m terrified 
that one of my friends will spoil it for 
me – or I’ll find out another way… 

13. I’m just about to settle down and
enjoy the season finale of my 
favourite TV show, but I can see that 
the TV Licensing inspectors are 
coming. I haven’t got a licence! What 
shall I do? I don’t want to miss it… 

14. I get a magazine each week, but I
often throw it away unread. When I 
do have time to read it, though, I love 
it. I’m thinking of cancelling my 
subscription, because of the cost. But 
what if I miss some juicy gossip…? 

15. I’m a DJ on a national music radio
station. I used to have really high 
ratings, but recently they’ve been 
getting lower and lower. I seem to 
have run out of ideas for new, original 
features and competitions…   

16. Somebody I don’t get on with has
set up an embarrassing website 
dedicated to me, using pictures from 
my Facebook page. I think they’re 
making fun of me, because I refused 
to help them cheat in an exam… 
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