
 

 
 

Test Your Speaking & Listening Skills 
 

Are You English? – Quiz 3 
 

Englishness 
 

 
Discuss each situation with a partner. What would you do or say? What do you think an English person would do or 
say? Check the answers and discuss whether they match your perception and experience of English people: 
 

a) What would you do when...?        b) What would an English person do when...? 
 

1. in a supermarket a friendly female cashier (in her 50s) gives you your receipt and 

says, “There you go, love.” (Or in parts of the North, “There you go, duck.”) 

2. at a function where there are about twenty other people in the room, a man keels 

over and falls on the floor; you think he might have had a heart attack.  

3. you are a man and you meet a male colleague for the first time.  

4. you are a man and you meet a female colleague for the first time.  

5. your neighbours’ music is too loud. 

6. you get stopped in the street by a charity worker (“chugger”) who wants your money. 

7. somebody in a car asks you for directions to a place that you don’t know. 

8. your phone rings loudly during a very important – and tense – moment at the theatre.  

9. at home, you hear a loud argument taking place in the street outside. 

10. you wish to get changed into your swimming costume on the beach. 

 

a) What would you say when...?        b) What would an English person say when...? 
 

1. you ask somebody for something. 

2. you don’t get the exam results that you so badly needed. 

3. a friend is not able to help you as they had promised to. 

4. you are talking with a friend about another friend’s handsome new boyfriend. 

5. Everything that could possibly go wrong has gone wrong. 

6. Your school play was a total disaster. 

7. your friend asks you what you think of their new bag, which you don’t like. 

8. the gig you were looking forward to has been cancelled. 

9. several negative things happen to you or your family in short succession. 

10. your football team loses an important match. 
 

Results: how many times did your answer match the English person’s answer? 

1-5 times:  You are not English, but it is not impossible to learn the wacky ways of the English. 

6-10 times:  There are some English characteristics in you! Keep going! 

11-15 times:  You are doing well and may yet become fully English in the future! 

16-19 times:  Englishness is within your grasp! A world of cringe-making embarrassment awaits you! 

20 times: You are English and you didn’t need a quiz to tell you that, did you? Never mind. 
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