
Test Your Speaking & Listening Skills 

Who’s the Gooseberry? 

A ‘gooseberry’ is an insensitive person who spends time with a couple when 
they would rather be on their own! 

Working with a partner, look at the information below about nine different 
people. There are five guys and four girls. You have to put together four 
couples and decide who should be the ‘gooseberry’, i.e. on their own. 

Note: there are no right or wrong answers, but be ready to present your ideas 
to the class and give reasons for your choices. 

Helen is 24 and works 
in a newsagent’s. She 
likes reading and 
sewing. She doesn’t like 
rude people or going to 
pubs and clubs. She is 
short, with black 
shoulder-length hair. 
She likes older men. 

Meeta is 17. She’s tall 
and has long dark hair. 
She likes going to the 
cinema and spending 
time with her friends. 
She’s studying Art at 
college and works part-
time. She doesn’t like 
smoking.  

Gordon is 40. He is 
looking for a partner 
who will be faithful, 
unlike his previous four 
wives. He is wealthy 
and enjoys spending 
money. He hasn’t got 
any children. He’s short 
and tanned. 

Gerry is a teacher at a 
local primary school. He 
loves expensive 
holidays. He is of 
average height but 
overweight. He has got 
brown hair and usually 
wears a suit. He enjoys 
socialising with friends. 

Louise works part-time 
as a dental nurse. She 
is a single mum. She’s 
got two children aged 7 
and 10. She is pretty 
and has got long brown 
hair. She’s 32. She likes 
meals out and travelling 
to new places.  

Lee is 59. He’s a 
widower. He was 
married for 38 years 
and is now looking for 
another partner. He 
enjoys fishing and plays 
tennis regularly. He has 
three grown-up children. 
He is bald. 

Jack is a former racing 
driver. He works abroad 
for six months of the 
year. He is looking for a 
partner with whom he 
can start a family. He’s 
36 and not particularly 
good looking, although 
he is slim. He smokes. 

Glen is unemployed. He 
has been looking for a 
job for two years but 
has now given up. He’s 
26 and makes some 
money selling CDs by 
his folk band, The 
Assistants. He prefers 
quiet, petite women. 

Shahla is 52 and 
recently divorced. She 
hopes to meet a man 
who will sweep her off 
her feet. She is slim and 
quite attractive. She 
likes tall, handsome 
men. She works in a 
bank and loves to cook.  
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