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Media 

20 Common English Phrasal Verbs 

switch on start log in enter 

throw away dispose of tune into deliberately  
watch or listen to 

zoom in enlarge give away offer freely 

shut down close go after pursue 

trade up upgrade call in phone a radio / 
TV show 

get into become a fan of cut down reduce intake 

join in participate find out discover 

turn down reduce the 
volume 

listen to hear in an 
active way 

sell out become 
unavailable due to 

high sales 

catch up on do sth that should 
have been done 

earlier 

scroll down move a page 
down, e.g. on a 

computer screen 

turn over change sides 
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  __ __ 

3. 

       __ __ 
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     __ __ 
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      __ __ 

19. 

      __ __ 
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Talk a Lot 
Media 

English Phrasal Verbs – Matching Game 

Match each sentence below with one of the phrasal verbs from this unit. Change forms where 
necessary: 

When this phone finally gives up the ghost [breaks irretrievably], 
I’ll probably ________ to a better model. 

The latest MP3 player from Sony had ___ within eight hours of going on sale. 

More than four million people regularly _______ the Jon Lee Breakfast Show. 

I don’t know why certain photographers have to ________ these celebs. 

Sam’s been ________ Radio 2 for donkey’s years now [for a long time]. 

Can you ________ it ________ a bit, please? I can’t hear myself think! 
[The noise is distracting me] 

He ________ the computer and waited for it to start up. 

If you are the fifty-fifth lucky listener to ________,  
you will win an all-expenses-paid free trip to Florida! 

Could you ________ a little, please? I want to see the rest of the picture. 

After the riots, the government ________ a few of the opposition newspapers.

Follow us on Twitter to ________ more about 
the government’s new education policies! 

Clare ________ on the photo to get a closer look at her mother’s earrings. 

I’ve listened to this album a few times, but I just can’t seem to ________ it. 

I often buy box sets so that I can ________ good TV shows that I’ve missed. 

Please ________ to access your email account. 

________ the page to read our exclusive interview with Charlize Theron. 

The TV show was ________ tickets to an upcoming Justin Bieber concert. 

Lisa was trying to ________ on the amount of telly she watched, 
because so much of it was just a load of old rubbish [low quality]. 

When I’ve finished reading my paper, I usually ________ it ________. 

The girls ________ with the telethon by donating money online. 



Talk a Lot 
Media – English Phrasal Verbs Activities 

This is a handy table showing collocations – words that go well with these phrasal verbs. You could use it to make a 
quick quiz for students after they have learned the meanings, e.g. “Which phrasal verb is to do with photographs?” Or 
“Find a phrasal verb that’s transitive separable.” Or guess the preposition linking phrasal verb and object, e.g.  
“To join in with a competition…” Or encourage students to build sentences (positive, negative, and question forms) 
by linking content words together using function words, e.g. “My sister called in to the radio station earlier.” etc. 

Topic Questions 

Choose the correct phrasal verb, and make a sentence about… a) yourself, b) a friend: 

1. having a chat with a relative after a long time apart from them.
2. contacting a DJ who is live on the air, to state your opinion or ask for a request.
3. handing out leaflets or free newspapers to passersby in the street.
4. trying to like a new TV series or book that everybody else is raving about [loves].
5. attempting to buy the latest gadget when it first goes on sale – but without success.
6. spending less time listening to the radio, watching TV, or using the internet.
7. chasing a famous person in the street in order to get their autograph.
8. what you do with a computer… a) first thing in the morning, b) last thing at night.
9. wanting to buy a newer and better mobile or gadget, to replace your current model.
10. regularly listening to the same programme on the radio.
11. getting rid of something that no longer works or doesn’t have any value.
12. reading a long text message, or information online that doesn’t fit on the screen.
13. doing something that other people are also doing.
14. getting some information from an online dictionary or encyclopaedia.

# subject (person) p/verb* tr? sep? collocation e.g. place / time e.g. 
1. switch on   the telly / a computer in the living room / office 
2. log in  - to an account, e.g. email at work / at home 
3. throw away   some rubbish outside / in the kitchen 
4. tune into   a radio station in the car / every morning 
5. zoom in  - on a photo on the screen 
6. give away   a flyer / a free sample in the street / at the mall 
7. shut down   a newspaper in 1986 / last month 
8. go after   a famous actor outside a nightclub 
9. trade up  - to a better model every year / regularly 

10. 

a pronoun, e.g.  

I, you, he, she, etc. 

call in  - to a talk show on the radio during the programme 
11. get into   a group / album / novel at the moment / recently 
12. cut down  - on TV / on chocolate at the moment / lately 
13. join in  - with sth / with the debate  on the show / in the media 
14. find out  - some information / gossip online / at work 
15. turn down   the volume / the heating on the radio / at home 
16. listen to   music / a radio play often / sometimes / rarely 
17. sell out  - quickly / completely due to high demand 
18. catch up on   the latest episode / news for the past hour or two 
19. scroll down  - the page on the screen / monitor 
20. 

a person or  
thing, e.g. 

the presenter, my 
sister, Peter,  
the television,  

my Auntie Ruth, 
the boys, etc. 

turn over  - the page / the paper while reading / in the library 

Notes: tr = transitive – the phrasal verb can have an object. sep = separable – some transitive phrasal verbs 
are separable, which means that the object, e.g. an object pronoun like “him” or “it”, or somebody’s name, can 
go before the particle or after it. Some transitive phrasal verbs are inseparable – the object has to go after the 
particle. Intransitive phrasal verbs do not have an object, therefore cannot be separable or inseparable. 
Remember, some phrasal verbs, e.g. “get into”, have a range of meanings. The information here relates to the 
definitions given on the “20 Common English Phrasal Verbs” handout. 

* Choose any verb form, e.g. Present Perfect Continuous, Third Conditional, Future Perfect, etc.




