
Test Your Grammar Skills 
Understanding Ellipsis 2 

Ellipsis occurs when we leave out unnecessary words from a sentence. Write each sentence 
again without ellipsis, and add numbers to show which kind of ellipsis was in each sentence: 

1. He’s going to finish watering the plants later.
___________________________________________________________________

2. Put the vase on the table where the kids can’t break it.
___________________________________________________________________

3. The map we’ve been using is the wrong one.
___________________________________________________________________

4. Break?
___________________________________________________________________

5. You coming with us?
___________________________________________________________________

6. When shopping, I always look for bargains.
___________________________________________________________________

7. Giraffe Fears Increase
___________________________________________________________________

8. The hotel room is ready to use when you want to.
___________________________________________________________________

9. Mike said he was busy, so I didn’t invite him.
___________________________________________________________________

10. Collins Signs for City
___________________________________________________________________

11. Contact the other players and tell them about the match.
___________________________________________________________________

12. “Dave.” “Paul.” “Nice to meet you.”
___________________________________________________________________

13. Was she late? No.
___________________________________________________________________

14. Try the anchovies. Mmm! So divine!
___________________________________________________________________

15. Leave work by 2, quick change, race to mum’s, home before dark.
___________________________________________________________________

No. 
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 Answers will vary. Sample answers: 

1. He’s going to finish watering the plants later.     1 
He is going to finish watering the plants later.

2. Put the vase on the table where the kids can’t break it.     6, 1, 5 
Would you put the vase on the table where the kids cannot break the
vase.

3. The map we’ve been using is the wrong one.     2, 1, 5 
The map which we have been using is the wrong map.

4. Break?     7 
Do you want a break?

5. You coming with us?     8 
Are you coming with us?

6. When shopping, I always look for bargains.     3 
When I am out shopping, I always look for bargains.

7. Giraffe Fears Increase     10 
Fears about the giraffe that has got lost in Chicago have increased.

8. The hotel room is ready to use when you want to.     4 
The hotel room is ready to use when you want to use the hotel room.

9. Mike said he was busy, so I didn’t invite him.     2, 1, 5 
Mike said that he was busy, so I did not invite Mike.

10. Collins Signs for City     10 
A new striker called Mark Collins has signed a two-year contract
with Bradley City Football Club.

11. Contact the other players and tell them about the match.     6, 5 
You ought to contact the other players and tell the other players about
the match.

12. “Dave.” “Paul.” “Nice to meet you.”     7, 7, 8 
“Hi, my name is Dave.” “Hello, my name is Paul.” “It is nice to meet you.”

13. “Was she late?” “No.”     9 
“Was she late?” “No, she was not late.”

14. Try the anchovies. Mmm! So divine!     6, 5, 8 
You ought to try the anchovies. Mmm! The anchovies are so divine.

15. Leave work by 2, quick change, race to mum’s, home before dark.     11 
Tomorrow I will have to leave work by 2 o’clock, have a quick change,
then race to my mum’s house, and try to be home before it gets dark.

No. 


