Notes:

Talk a Lot

Focus on Connected Speech

Weak Forms — Information Sheet

The weak forms of many function words are commonly used in spoken English instead of strong forms
(in Standard Pronunciation, dialects, and accents).

All words that have weak forms usually act as function words.

All words that have weak forms have only one syllable — they are monosyllabic (apart from “any”).

Most of the weak forms use the vowel sound schwa /a/.

If we use strong forms when we should use weak, we sound overly formal and it's harder for people to
understand us, because the sentence stress is incorrect (see p.12.1). Communication is reduced.

If a function word comes at the end of a sentence we usually use its strong form, e.g. “What are you
looking for?” /foi/ or, “Who are you writing to?” /tu:/

If we want to show emphasis or contrast, we can vary intonation by using strong forms where we would

normally use weak forms, e.g. “Where’ve you been all day?” /bimn/

weak strong weak strong
articles & conjunctions
determiners

and /an/ or /ond/ | /end/
a fof fer/ but Toat/ Toat/
an fon/ i / aen{ than /dan/ /dan/
any /'a.ni/ /'en.i/ that 3ot/ St/
some /som/ /sam/
such Isatf/ Isat[/ weak strong
the 103/ or /01/ 011/ prepositions

weak strong as laz/ leez/

be & auxiliary verbs at [at/ [t/

for /] or /fa/ [fa1/
am fom/ /aem/ from /from/ /from/
are la/ lay/ of fav/ /ov/
be /bi/ /biy/ to /tal or /tul /tus/
been /bn/ or /bin/ | /biin/
is Iz/ or /s/ 1z/ weak strong
was Iwaz/ woz/ pronouns
were Iwal w3t/
do /da/ or /du/ /duz/ he /i/ or /hi/ /hiz/
does /daz/ /daz/ her /3l or /ha/ /h3y/
had /ad/ or /had/ | /heed/ him /tm/ /him/
has /az/ or /haz/ | /haez/ his 1z/ /hiz/
have /av/ or /hov/ | /haev/ me /mi/ /miz/
can /kan/ /kaen/ she 11/ [fi/
could /kad/ /kod/ them /Oom/ /Oem/
must /mst/ /mast/ their 109/ /0ed/
shall [fal/ [feel/ us [as/ /AS/
should /fd/ [fud/ we w1/ Iwii/
would /wd/ /wud/ you /jal or /jul /juz/

your /jal or /jor/ /jou/
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