
 
 

List of Exceptions 

 

There are 16 words out of 80 (20%) which could be considered exceptions in this course, containing 19 different 
issues. 

Exceptions usually occur when there is a vowel sound that is unexpected or the stress pattern of a word is 
unforeseen. In this set of 80 words, the biggest issue was with vcv being unfulfilled, followed by svs (strong vowel 
sounds) in weak syllables, then the wrong syllable being stressed, and finally vcc being unfulfilled. 

Sight words are words that do not fit our rules and patterns and have to be learned by sight. If we accept that words 
like ‘women’, ‘busy’, and ‘hotel’ are known sight words, there are no exceptions at all, but simply words that we:   
a) can decode (using our rules and patterns), and b) have identified as ‘difficult’ and therefore taken the trouble to 
learn to pronounce by sight. 

 

Issue #1  vcv rule expectations are not fulfilled 

Lesson: Word: Problem #1: Problem #2: 
2 women short vowel (i) in vcv  
1 automatic short vowel (a) in vcv  
6 foreign short vowel (o) in vcv  
6 busy short vowel (i) in vcv  
8 manual short vowel (a) in vcv  
8 garage short vowel (a) in vcv  
4 menu short vowel (e) in vcv svs (oo) in 2nd syllable 
7 parents unexpected long vowel (eir) in vcv  
7 area unexpected long vowel (eir) in vcv  
3 banana unexpected long vowel (ar) in vcv  
5 machine unexpected long vowel (ee) in vcv 2-syllable noun stressed on 2nd 

 

Issue #2  svs (strong vowel sound) in a weak syllable 

It is debatable whether this issue is an exception or not, since we can definitely expect to find svs in weak syllables 
from time to time. Let’s include it as an exception because it does not fit our rules and patterns: 

Lesson: Word: Problem #1: Problem #2: 
5 restaurant svs (o) in 2nd syllable  
7 ideal svs (ai)  in 1st syllable  
3 aeroplane svs (ei) in 3rd syllable  
1 hotel 2-syllable noun stressed on 2nd svs (eu)  in 1st syllable 
4 menu short vowel (e) in vcv svs (oo) in 2nd syllable 

 

Issue #3  an unexpected syllable is stressed 

Here, we expect the two-syllable nouns to be stressed on the first syllable, not the second: 

Lesson: Word: Problem #1: Problem #2: 
1 hotel 2-syllable noun stressed on 2nd svs (eu)  in 1st syllable 
5 machine unexpected long vowel (ee) in vcv 2-syllable noun stressed on 2nd 

 

Issue #4  vcc rule expectations are not fulfilled 

Lesson: Word: Problem #1: 
4 all long vowel sound (or) in vcc rule 

 


