
 
 

Glossary of Terms 

1. No. syllables:   

1-5 number of syllables in the word 
vc a vowel to consonant sound connection between syllables, e.g. ‘re fund’ 
F a friendly consonant sound connection (m,  n,  ng, or  l) e.g. ‘moun tain’ 

 

2. Stressed syllable:   

stressed syllable this is the stressed syllable 
suffix there is a suffix at the end of the word. Suffixes are not usually stressed 
schwa the letter(s) represent a schwa sound 
i,  ii,  iy,  ai the vowel sound in the weak syllable is  i,  ii,  iy, or  ai 
delete a weak sound or syllable in a word is deleted, e.g. ‘a’ /  ei  in ‘valuable’ 
always stress 
before… 

the strong stressed syllable is always before this suffix, e.g. ‘-tion’ 

prefix there is a prefix at the beginning of the word. Prefixes are not usually stressed 
svs a strong vowel sound (svs) appears in a weak syllable, e.g.  ei  in ‘aeroplane’ 
assimilation a sound changes as it moves forward, e.g.  j  changes to  ch  in ‘vegetable’ 

 

3. Stressed vowel sound:   

vcv ‘vowel consonant vowel’ rule: the first vowel is long and says its alphabet name 
vcc ‘vowel + 2 or more consonants’ rule: the vowel is short; ‘protected’ by the consonants 
cvc ‘con. + vowel + con.’ rule: a single vowel letter between two consonants is short 
vowel digraph two vowel letters represent one sound = the stressed vowel sound (refer to chart) 
vowel + r one or more vowels + r = the stressed vowel sound (refer to chart) 
vowel + other one or more vowels + g, gh, h, l, w, y = the stressed vowel sound (refer to chart) 
short + 2 weak the stressed vowel sound is short because it is followed by 2 or more weak syllables 
stressed suffix the suffix is stressed, which is unusual in English pronunciation 
vcv (con. digraph) the vcv rule is observed, despite two consonant letters, because they form a digraph 
function word the word is a function word (there is only one: ‘the’ in Lesson 1) 

 

4. Other features:  

silent letter the letter is silent – not pronounced, e.g. ‘e’ at the end of ‘garage’  
hidden sound we pronounce a sound which is not there in the spelling, e.g. ‘y’ in ‘European’ 
root word the word contains a smaller root word, e.g. ‘extreme’ in ‘extremely’ 
loan word the word is noticeably borrowed from another language, e.g. ‘menu’ from French 
con. digraph two consonant letters represent one sound, e.g. ‘ch’ =  sh  in ‘machine’ 
con. blend two or more consonant letters form a blend: each sound is heard, e.g. ‘bl’ in ‘blue’ 
2-syllable verb this word is a two-syllable verb; they are usually stressed on the second syllable 
glottal stop occurs when two consonant sounds meet and the first sound – usually  t  – is deleted 
a = eir the letter ‘a’ in this word sounds like  eir, e.g. in ‘parents’ and ‘area’ 
c = s the letter ‘c’ in this word is ‘soft’, like  s, e.g. in ‘society’ 
s = z the letter ‘s’ in this word sounds like  z, e.g. in ‘busy’ (and plural ‘s’ and s form verbs) 
s = zz the letter ‘s’ in this word sounds like  zz, e.g. in ‘usually’   
x = ks a reminder that ‘x’ is always pronounced with the consonant blend ‘ks’ 

 

5. Exceptions:   

EX there is an exception in this word which makes it differ from our rules and patterns, e.g. 
‘hotel’ is stressed on the second syllable, despite being a two-syllable noun 

 


