Elementary English Course

Unit 2: Transport

The 100 Most Common Words in Written English

The Oxford University list of the top 100 high-frequency words in written English is based on an analysis of the
Oxford English Corpus, which is a collection of texts in English that has a combined total of over one billion words.
This analysis was done by Oxford Online, in association with the Oxford English Dictionary. Of these top 100 words,
60 are function words, including all but 2 of the top 30 words! “the” is the most common word in written English.

From Wikipedia:

“Note that the items listed may represent more than one actual word; they are lemmas. For instance the entry "be”
contains within it the occurrences of “are”, “is”, “were”, and “was”. Note also that these top 100 lemmas listed

below account for 50% of all the words in the Oxford English Corpus.” [emphasis mine]

Source: http./en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Most_common_words_in_English, accessed on 04.04.2011

Function words are highlighted and weak forms (where possible) are shown with the Clear Alphabet:
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